
































DeVos Children’s Hospital 
Testimony to the 

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission 
August 2, 2005 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to come before you this morning.  My name is 
Maria Cruz, and I am the Program Coordinator of the PANC program at 
Spectrum Health Healthier Communities. Spectrum Health’s children’s hospital, 
DeVos Children’s Hospital (DVCH), is a member of the Get the Lead Out! 
collaborative. Dr. Jeri Weyher is the medical director of DeVos Children’s 
Hospital’s Lead Clinic which is the longest operating lead clinic in Michigan.  
 
DeVos Children’s Hospital is very willing and eager to work with the Commission  
to fulfill the charge you received from the governor.  Specifically, we hope to 
advance your efforts on the following action steps which we believe will support 
medical care providers enabling them to prevent and treat lead poisoning in 
pregnant woman and children. These action steps are adding lead testing results 
to the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry (MCIR) and the creation of the 
Lead Safe House Registry. 
 
• We encourage the commission to introduce legislation allowing for the 

integration of childhood lead poisoning blood lead testing activity and results 
into the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry(MCIR).  The $200,000 
appropriations needed to make this change effective by the end of 2005 must 
also be provided. 

o Including the results of lead testing in the MCIR would eliminate costly 
retesting of children for lead levels. Frequently children have had their 
lead tested at the WIC program or another community clinic. However, 
when they come to a routine appointment with their health care 
provider that information is not available. In order to provide 
appropriate treatment, the physician must have the blood test drawn 
again, possibly delaying treatment and subjecting the child to an 
uncomfortable procedure. 

o (Experience of PANC clients) 
 
• We also encourage the commission to build upon the 2004 legislations 

creating a statewide Lead-Safe Housing Registry by enacting legislation to 
make the Lead Safe Housing Registry mandatory for all rental property by 
2012.  

o Treating lead poisoning can almost always be done on an outpatient 
basis. However, there are times when physicians admit children for 
treatment to ensure they are in a safe environment. Treating lead 
poisoning is ineffective if the child is still in a lead poisoned 
environment. A Lead Safe Housing Registry would allow physicians to 
check the status of a poisoned child’s house and make appropriate 
treatment decisions. 



o (Experience of PANC clients) 
 
Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify before this committee. We are 
encouraged by the creation of the Commission and look forward to working with 
you to end childhood lead poisoning.   
 
I’d be happy to answer any questions.  Otherwise, if we can be of additional 
support, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Dr. Jeri Weyher     Maria Cruz 
Jeri.Weyher@spectrum-health.org  maria.cruz@spectrum-health.org 
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August 10, 2005 
 
Dr. Kimberlydawn Wisdom; Chairperson 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission 
Department of Community Health 
3423 North Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
P.O. Box 30195 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 
 
Re: Testimony to the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission 
 
 
Dear Dr. Wisdom and Members of the Commission: 
 
Thank you for your service to the children of the State of Michigan and your work on this important 
Commission.  By solving the problem of childhood lead poisoning, we can save the State of Michigan and 
local communities significant dollars that are now used to address preventable problems such as health 
disparities, remedial education, deteriorated housing, law enforcement and corrections, and under- and 
unemployment.  An investment in childhood lead poisoning prevention will help assure that all of our 
children grow up healthy and reach their fullest potential. 
 
I send my regrets for not being able to attend the August 2, 2005 Public Hearing of the Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention and Control Commission and am thus providing this written testimony. 
 
The City of Grand Rapids has long recognized that an investment in prevention today will save us future 
expenses.  To that end, the City has invested in local strategies to end childhood lead poisoning.  In the 
year 2000, the City adopted a policy that all lead hazards will be addressed in any housing unit receiving 
assistance through our Housing Rehabilitation Office.  Through this program, the property owner is 
responsible for all rehabilitation costs and the City picks up the tab for any additional lead hazard control 
work that is not addressed by rehabilitation activities.  In addition, the City has been an active and funding 
partner of the Get the Lead Out! coalition. 
 
The State of Michigan must position itself to be an ongoing partner in addressing childhood lead 
poisoning.  To do so, the State must create a funding stream to address statewide costs associated with 
eliminating childhood lead poisoning.  One mechanism identified by the Governor’s Task Force to 
Eliminate Childhood Lead Poisoning is the creation of a Public Health Trust Fund. 
 
As the Mayor of the second largest City in the State of Michigan, I respectfully request that the 
Commission provide the leadership necessary to ensure that the State creates and funds the Public 
Health Trust Fund.  More specifically, I request that the Commission ensure that the elimination of 
childhood lead poisoning be addressed through the creation of restricted fund within the Public Health 
Trust, and that this restricted fund be provided adequate funding resources. 
 
The Public Health Trust Fund should be created by 2006.  A minimum of several million dollars in 
deposits should be earmarked for childhood lead poisoning prevention by 2007.  Funding mechanisms to 
supply ongoing revenue for childhood lead poisoning prevention should be instituted by 2007.  These 
mechanisms might include a state fees on the sale of paint and other surface coating materials, capture 
of criminal and civil fines, and other creative ways of generating dedicated revenue. 
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Both the State of Michigan and local municipalities are challenged in this time of declining revenues.  Yet 
we can still institute creative opportunities to address our communities’ most pressing needs.  The 
creation of a Public Health Trust, modeled after the existing trust in the State of California, is one such 
opportunity.  The model exists and the need is great, thus I pledge my support to the Commission as it 
advocates for such a resource. 
 
If I can be of further help, or can clarify the priorities of local communities that are engaged in the 
elimination of childhood lead poisoning, please feel free to contact me at (616) 456-3168 or 
mayor@ci.grand-rapids.mi.us. 
 
You have my wholehearted support and best wishes for great success in your efforts to eliminate 
childhood lead poisoning in the State of Michigan. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
George K. Heartwell 
Mayor 


























































	Ann Marston on behalf of Michigan League for Human Services
	Gwendolyn Franklin  on behalf of the Detroit Department of Health & Wellness Promotion
	Ruth York on behalf of Rental Property Owners Association of Michigan
	Tressa Duncan on behalf of Lead-Safe NOW!
	Therese Hoyle on behalf of Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry
	Paul Haan on behalf of Get the Lead Out!
	Maria Cruz on behalf of DeVos Children's Hospital
	Kendra Moyses on behalf of MSU Extension 
	Ken Santa on behalf of Field Neurosciences Institute
	Vanessa Fluker, consultant and child advocate
	Julie Griffith on behalf of Michigan Association of Health Plans
	Hon. George K. Heartwell on behalf of the City of Grand Rapids
	Rebecca Head on behalf of the Monroe County Health Department
	Richard Lower on behalf of Michigan Head Start Association
	Sharon Peters on behalf of Voices for Michigan's Children
	Jim Sygo on behalf of Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
	Glenn Brown & Paul Haan on behalf of Michigan Lead Safe Partnership



